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height of 6,600—8,000 feet, where it is annually covered with
snow. According to Gamble it prefers the cool narrow valleys
to the north-west. Duthie found hundreds of them at a height
of 8,000 feet in the moist forests of Quercus dilatata.
cultivation in eukope.—Beccari was probably the first to
introduce this palm in Europe. He obtained some plants from
seeds in the year 1887. All the young plants showed a marked
tendency towards unilateral development, as if they wanted to
creep on the ground. In the course of time the stem grew
upwards and became quite straight, but the lower part always
remained much thicker than the upper portion. After the
appearance of the stem this palm seems to grow quicker than
T. exeelsa. The trees were kept in the opeii in the vicinity of
Florence and they did not suffer even during the severest of
winters. Only once in an exceptionally cold winter the ice
spoilt a few leaves. The heat seems to be more harmful to them
than the cold. In 1904 some leaves were so to say burnt by
the July sun and, perhaps, also in conseqtience of the exceedingly
dry air.
In April 1902 one of the palms produced 3 male spadices.
The same tree measured in November 1904 almost 13 feet, taken
from the ground to the top of the central leaves.
8.    RHAPIS L. f. IN AIT. HORT. KEW. Ill, 473.
(From the Greek uRhapis": a rod.)
Jacq. Hort. Stationbr. t. 316.—Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 253,
t. 144.—Kunth Enum. PI. Ill, 251.—Walp. Ann. Ill, 471.—Bot.
Mag. t. 1371.—Miq. PL Ind. Bot. Ill, 61.—Benth. and Hook. Gen.
PI. Ill, II. 930, 99.
Stem lowf cane-like, csespitose, covered with the remains of
the petioles. Leaves alternate, terminal, small, with the segments
divided almost to the base; margins of segments denticulate.
Spadix long-peduncled; peduncle with 2-3 short, tubular spathes.
Flowers dioecious or polygamous on the slender branches of the
paniculately branched spadix, yellowish. Calyx cupular, 3*dfcntate.
Corolla in male flowers club-shaped, in female flowers shorter,
obovate. Stamens 6, rudimentary in the female flowers Carpels
3, fleshy, ending in short styles. Berry small, 1-seeded; pericarp
fleshy; endocarp soft; seed compressed-globose; embryo ventral.

